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Patient Letter

<insert date>

Dear Patient:

I am writing to inform you of a new Glaucoma detection instrument we have in our office.  As you may know, Glaucoma is the leading cause of preventable blindness in the U.S.  Glaucoma is a disease that can be managed effectively if detected early.  Recently the definition of Glaucoma was revised in order to include the earliest sign of the disease – thinning of the optic nerve fiber layer.  Now there is a new technology that measures the thinning of the optic nerve fiber layer, allowing the eye care practitioners like myself to detect and diagnose this disease before patients lose their vision.  This technology is known as nerve fiber analysis and allows us to detect Glaucoma up to 6 years before detection by traditional screening methods.  I am pleased to be one of the few eye care professional in this area to offer this cutting-edge technology.

The traditional screening methods, such as the ocular pressure check, or air-puff tests and visual field analysis are like alarms that go off after a thief has entered your home and left with some of your belongings.  In fact up to 50% of Glaucoma patients never exhibit a high ocular pressure.  Unlike those traditional tests, nerve fiber analysis can detect damage from Glaucoma at the earliest stage.  It is like a security system that monitors and protects the neighborhood – alerting patients to Glaucoma often before they have lost any vision.

You may not have Glaucoma but since you are at a higher than average risk of developing the disease I would rather be cautious and have this new test performed.  We do not want to ignore a potential problem.  The test is covered by Medicare and most medical insurance.  I would like you to contact our office and set up a time to have this fast (10 minutes) and painless test performed.  We will be performing this new procedure on



.  Please call to schedule your appointment as soon as possible.  Ask our staff about the GDx Glaucoma Exam.

Regards,

<insert doctor name>

<insert clinic name>
